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What you’ll need

There are lots of ways to make a bee hotel. Holes drilled into
untreated wood is one way. Some are more sophisticated,
but here’s a very simple method using an old plastic bottle
(or length of water pipe) stuffed with lengths of twigs and
hollow stems.

Collect nesting materials such as lengths of bamboo, hollow
plant stems, bunches of dried twigs and grasses. Different

species of wild solitary bee need holes from 2to 10 mm, so
aim for a range of diameters. Make sure your materials are
dry before starting,

You'llalso need:

« 2litre used plastic bottle (or length of water pipe)
Sandpaper
Craft knife and cutting mat
Strong twine, about 1 metre long
Garden clippers or secateurs
Modelling clay (optional)
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Where to put a bee hotel

In full sun, facing south or south east
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Don't forget food and
water

Healthy bees need a balanced diet from different types of
plants across the seasons, some of which will provide
nectar or pollen, or both.

You can create a wildflower patch with lots of goodies that
flower at different times of the year. Even if you don't have
much of a garden, you can still feed bees from a window box
of herbs.

And bees need water too - preferably rainwater. Solitary
mason bees also seek mud for their nest building.

Find out more about the best flowers to plant and how to
provide a safe drinking place for bees.
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