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‘ AT HAZELWOOD IPS WE ARE VERY LUCKY TO HAVE A
WOODLAND, ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND, LOTS OF GRASS

AREAS, A SENSORY GARDEN AND VEGETABLE PLOTS. WE TAKE
CARE OF OUR SCHOOL GROUNDS BY LITTER PICKING, LOOKING
AFTER WILDLIFE AND PLANTS. THIS MAKES OUR SCHOOL A
SAFER AND HAPPIER PLACE. WE LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR ,,
WORLD WHEN WE GET TO SPEND TIME OUTSIDE.

ECO-COUNCIL, HAZELWOOD INTEGRATED PRIMARY SCHOOL.

Introduction

The way school grounds are developed, used and
managed can have a significant impact on pupils’
attitudes and behaviour towards school, each other,
the wider environment and society. Pupils can spend
as much as 25% of their time in the school grounds.
That’s more than one day a week, so it's important that
the experiences they have there are the best and most
positive they can be. Young people read messages
and meanings from the quality of their surroundings.
They interpret the condition of their surroundings as a
reflection of the value adults place on the environment
and the children who are the main users.

Children can receive mixed messages from adults. For
example, they may be taught that “the environment”

is important and that they should take care of it and
then see grounds that are poorly designed and badly
cared for. In order to support what is said inside the
classroom, practical ideas need to be applied outside.
School grounds are also rich in heritage and can be

a source of inspiration for learning about changes in
society, why and how these have happened and their
impact on the environment.

Getting started

In order to learn outside, children need their grounds to
be developed and managed accordingly. Pupils learn
in different ways and for some, sitting at a desk will be
a difficult task. For many of these pupils, the chance
to go outside will make lessons more interesting just
because they are free from the constraints of sitting
indoors. This requires suitable places for pupils to
gather; seating for different sizes of groups; shade
and shelter from the sun, wind and rain; seating that
is created for the young people who are going to use
it and is appropriate for how it is to be used. You may
wish to contact your local council or some of the Eco-
Schools partner organisations who may have some

ideas on local projects that your school could take part
in that lead to improvements of the school grounds.

To provide you with some ideas on how to approach
the School Grounds topic in your school, a case
study that aims to provide inspiration, contacts for
organisations that play a role in improving school
grounds, and links to the Northern Ireland Curriculum
that may prove useful for schools in planning their
School Grounds Action Plan have been provided.

The School Grounds topic may be used as one of the
three topics covered for the Green Flag Award.
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School Grounds

Case Study

School: Teacher:

0od | voded Prim Sdr\ool,
(o psgrated Prinay

No. of pupils:

Rackel Agren

Eco-School status:

APPYox 4’7‘0 CWQM ﬂo\g

Background Information fortunate enough to have a trolley with mini-beast kits
and make use of charts for wildflowers, seeds, fruit,

Q: Why did you choose School Grounds as an leaves and birds.

Eco-Schools topic? What was your Action Plan? )
Hazelwood Integrated has made good use of links

with other organisations such as Blue Peter Garden,
the local council, RSPB, Forest School, and Throne
Woodland Trust.

A: Hazelwood Integrated Primary School was the
first Forest School in Northern Ireland and places a
large emphasis on developing the curriculum through
outdoor learning. The Throne Wood adjacent to

our school is an excellent learning resource which

Hazelwood Integrated also worked in collaboration
with Stranmillis University College. The PGCE (Early

enhances the learning experiences of our pupils. This
outdoor classroom provides opportunities for children
of all ages to engage in active learning contexts across
the curriculum. The Forest School ethos is firmly
embedded into everyday life in the school. As many as

200 pupils explore the woodland each week, identifying

trees and flowers, learning about animal habitats,
building dens and creating natural art.

Our school has its own wet room, a sensory garden,
vegetable patch and willow dome. There is a gardening
club. We have an annual Great Bug Hunt during which
each class gets a bug to look for and study. They get
containers, microscopes, nets, go exploring and make
mini-beast hotels. Each class is

Years) students recently had the opportunity to visit
Hazelwood Integrated Primary School to see some of
our work in Outdoor Learning and hear about

Forest Schools.

Continued...
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Case Study

Q: How do you integrate School Grounds
into the curriculum?

A: There are many curriculum opportunities in which
the school grounds can be integrated. For example,
P.7, in literacy, wrote letters to local businesses to ask
for help with gardening equipment for our school. P.5
have looked at biodiversity in the school grounds and
local area. The after school gardening club designed
and made a scarecrow for our school grounds, which
we then entered into IEF’s Scarecrow competition.

Most classes have made bird feeders or bird lard

and seed food to hang around the school. We link
these lessons and many more into our topic, literacy
and numeracy work, e.g. graphs and tables of birds
spotted in the woodlands, observing seasonal changes
or going for a senses walk in the woodlands or around
the school or lessons about value for money when
purchasing equipment for the school playground.

Q: How do you co-ordinate with other teachers to
ensure a whole school approach?

A: The Eco-Committee is representative of the school
community with a teacher, support staff, pupils and
parents represented. Dissemination of information from
the committee takes place via assemblies, class reps
and the school buddy scheme. The coordinator will
often lead Key Stage and Whole School staff meetings
to update information and suggest ideas for our Eco-
Schools project. The school website and emails are
also useful tools in linking with others.

Q: How did you encourage pupil participation?
How did they have ownership of the project?

A: Eco-Schools is a whole school approach. Pupil
participation is encouraged through the Eco-board,
star charts and wall of shame and Eco Eve mascot.
The Eco Swat Team will regularly go around to assess
whether classes are being eco-friendly, e.g. lights are
switched off over lunch. They wear special vests so
that everyone knows when the Green Swat Team are
carrying out an audit.

The Eco-Committee carries out a yearly environmental
audit using our own templates and were also involved
in completing the Green Flag renewal application form.
The Eco-Committee meet once a month to discuss
the projects we are working on and further action.

The pupils from P4-P7 are buddies to the younger
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classes and so will disseminate the key points from
the meetings to both their own class and a Key Stage
1 class. Any decisions to be taken, e.g. equipment to
buy, will be discussed with the Eco-Committee, who
then carry out votes with the same classes to decide
on what the whole school wants.

Additionally, throughout the school, pupils will
participate in Eco-Schools lessons, taught through their
topics in class.

The whole school was also involved in developing our
Eco-Code below.

ECO-CODE

Environmentally friendly
Caring for our world

Operation “clean-up”

High five for making a differencel!
Everyone plays a part

Reduce, re-use and recycle
Ozone layer needs protecting
Energy- save it!

Switch it offl
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Case Study

During Implementation of Eco-Schools
Inspiration case study

Q: How will pupils/whole school benefit from the
Eco-Schools Inspiration project?

A: Developing our school grounds helps to create a
sense of ownership and pride within the school and
local community. The children have a say in decisions
regarding the purchase of equipment, the design of the
sensory garden etc. We hope that this will encourage
the children and parents to become involved in
protecting and maintaining these areas.

Building up links with Eco-Schools groups or local
business helps to promote a positive image of our
school, its pupils and staff. By entering and winning
competitions or completing campaigns we are
establishing ourselves as a school involved in

good practice of Environmental Education and -

QOutdoor Learning. WRIGLEY

Company Foundation

Q: What is your overall aim and what actions are
you going to take?

A: This year we aim to complete our Wrigley Litter
Less Campaign and make our school gardening and
sensory area even more child friendly and sustainable.
We wish to purchase resources that will further allow
our children to become involved in outdoor learning.
We are also having a Morning of Action in which we
will take part in a BIG Spring Clean.

Our Eco-Schools
Inspiration Clean-up.

Our pupils thrive on opportunities to learn outdoors.
They love playing and learning up in the woodlands,
whether it is building huts with woodland materials,
litter picking or bird watching the children gain
understanding and respect for the world around them.
They also benefit hugely from the fresh air and
physical activity involved in outdoor learning such

as pond dipping, planting vegetables or using the
playground equipment.
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Case Study

Q: How are you going to spend the £500 funding?

A: We are planning to buy a picnic bench made from

recycled materials for our playground, which will allow
the children to work and play outside more often. We
also hope to buy a musical play panel for our sensory
garden area.
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Q: Are you going to receive any support or
resources from parents, staff or outside
agencies?

A: Yes, we are going to be involved with the BIG Spring
Clean campaign, the Wrigley Litter Less Campaign, the
RSPB and The Great UK Bug Hunt. We also ask for
parent volunteers to help to maintain and develop our
gardening area and willow dome each spring.
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Case Study

Reporting on impact of action(s)

Q: Did you encounter any problems and, if so,
how did you overcome them?

A: We didn’t encounter any real problems. The only
thing is the time needed to gather resources, lesson
ideas etc. for other teachers. However, Eco-Schools
and/or other linked agencies can provide workshops,
websites and resources that are helpful.

Q: Is there any advice you could offer to schools
undertaking the School Grounds topic? Do you
have any useful suggestions for other teachers
embarking on the topic?

m Get your PTA, local businesses and Eco-Committee
involved. They can offer ideas on action that can be
taken and fund raising opportunities.

m Assign each year group in the school a manageable
activity, which can be built on each year. For
example, Primary 5 could carry out an investigation
into the preferences of mini-beasts in a suitable area
of the school grounds. Primary 1 could make bird
feeders to hang around the school. Primary 7 could
design a vegetable or gardening area somewhere
in the school. Primary 6 could write letters to
local businesses to ask for help with gardening
equipment. We had great success with this and
some local businesses were very generous.

m Often parents have untapped expertise and
knowledge that they would be willing to offer, e.g.
gardening advice.

m Research competitions, campaigns, available
funding. For more information visit the campaigns
and competitions section at www.eco-schoolsni.org
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Q: Has doing this topic driven other Eco-Schools
ideas? What are your future plans regarding
Eco-Schools?

A: The topics are all very much linked. School Grounds
connects well with Biodiversity and Litter. This year we
want to work to reduce the number of cars in our school
grounds at certain times of the day. Whilst Transport
isn’t an issue we have tackled yet, it is linked to the work
that the Eco-Committee are currently carrying out to
encourage parents to leave their cars at home. Also to
improve our school grounds further it was beneficial and
necessary to tackle litter, so the Wrigley Campaign was
an obvious campaign to for us become involved in.

This year we aim to achieve our 3rd Green flag by
continuing work on Litter, Energy, School Grounds,
Waste and Biodiversity. We have participated in the
Wrigley Litter Less Campaign and hope to improve the
amount of litter in our school grounds. We hope

to also encourage our children to take the message
about negative effects of litter into their homes and
local community.
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Curriculum Links and Skills

Th_e School Grounds top_ic_ allows you to incorporate and promote Thinking
Skills & Personal Capabilities and Cross-Curricular Skills into your lessons.
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Geography

B Record what they have seen, made, found out €.g.
through drawings, photographs, paintings, models and
simple maps. For example, draw a map/plan of the

school grounds.

m Use drama/imaginative play to communicate
understanding of events €.9. jobs done by people in the

school community.
m Talk about environmental issues (e.g. litter and recycling),
and how to improve these in the school environment.

B Recognise and experience that some things change over
time e.g. trees during autumn and clothes people wear.
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ot s and";%] 6rJ;ark making, modelling and printi
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D g s Bk A o LSt R
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o
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o
A
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B Create a log of how the grounds have developed over
time.

%55

oI
N

Sht

n LiSten and
respond to g .
S i varie
MO”QS n the outdoor environntqyegi sounds
lake music b . :
. Siﬂging cla .y prOdqug vocal sound
Science & Technology o xtendéd PPINg and playing percuss; S, body sounds
. . VO Sion ’
m Explore through first-hand experience €.9. properties lume. N instruments with
of materials and sounds in the environment, mini-beast

, thythms ang

T
e ‘::é,_-g;x

study.  Listen t features as 7 gt
m Become aware of everyday technology and develop envirOnO and recognise sounds in th Imulus for music
the skills to use tools for woodwork, construction ment. € outdoor
and gardening, including cutting, sticking, folding, Drama
ouring, joining and taking art.
pourng. ) g 9P ‘ = Explore a range of Schog
m Experiment, €.g. o find out how water will 'to begin to explore thei 0l Ground issyeg by us
move from one piece of guttering to another issues, e.g. g orop €Ir own and otherg’ feel INg drama
e osed ings about

or how some objects float and others sink. m Plan .
» design and
en

0 pla
agree Y CO-0 .
gree rules and act oyt soenari(F));9 raivey, ne

n L” kl g [e]
\ y
ma at e ’a Sce es ins de an

L ]
personal Developme_nt & moch s soops o "
Mutual Understandmg vemen

i out, providing

@ Understand health and safety on site. ’
m Apply findings to the wider community. . p hYSi(:a, Edu .
ocal environment through playing cati on

m Develop careé for their |
an active and meaning .
tter King part i

e.g. litter pick. aking part in -

i i i tas
m Develop independence as they acquire bew skills €.9. | Enjoy physical ks outdoors,
children plan, choose and organise equipment being it brings.

day/week. " im

for the day act?\:i?v? understanding of the jm

y1or good health gng fitneszortan

B Develop spati
. patial aware
with others ness and how to sh
. are Space Safel
y

ful part in the life of the community  ® Prepare for outdoor wori

payadtese Se o eedo adWe

Ce of physical




School Grounds

MY

23V«

KEEP
NORTHERN
IRELAND
BEAUTIFUL

ECO-SCHOOLS

Post-Primary Activity |deas

Environment & Society

Geography
m Map the school grounds noting key plots/sites such as
pbiodiversity spots and learning areas.

m Map local rivers and associated habitats etc. which
porder the school.

m Carry out a local study. Look at key buildings and events.

m Research a local environmental issue.

B Examine photographs of the locality and features in the
school grounds. Make a junk art map of the school and
the surrounding areas.

History

m Chart changes to school grounds from past to present.

m Carry out a local study.

m Look at historical maps of the school site.
Examine photographs.

m Create a report on how the school grounds have changed
from when they first opened.
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Post-Pri
ost-Primary Activity ldeas

The Arts

Art & Design
| Communicating ar
preser\tations e.g.
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Drama
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Music
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Useful links

Click on the link to visit the website
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Funded by

An Agency within the Department of the
Northern freland Environment
Enwronment

FOREST:SERVICE E ent of
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NI=A

Administered by

e environment
mireland LINK



http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/partners.aspx?topic=8
http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/Partner-Resources.aspx
http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/process.aspx
http://www.eco-schools-litterless.org

