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‘ MY ADVICE TO OTHER TEACHERS WOULD BE THAT THEY SHOULD
NOT FEAR TACKLING THE GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE TOPIC. INITIALLY,

BEFORE EMBARKING ON THIS PROJECT | WAS VERY DAUNTED BY
WHAT WAS EXPECTED OF ME WHEN FOCUSING ON THIS TOPIC.
HOWEVER, FOLLOWING ADVICE FROM THE ECO-SCHOOLS TEAM
MY APPREHENSION WAS SOON DISSIPATED. IT THEN BECAME

APPARENT THAT THERE WAS SO MUCH THAT COULD BE
COVERED WITHIN THIS TOPIC.

)

EIMEAR MCSHANE, ECO-COORDINATOR ST. CLARE’'S CONVENT PS, NEWRY

Introduction

The Global Perspective topic explores our connections
with the rest of the world. With a global dimension to
their education, learners can engage with complex
global issues and explore the links between their

own lives and people, places and issues throughout
the world. The Global Perspective topic can inform

the whole school ethos, leading to a school that is
inclusive, just and democratic and promotes social and
environmental responsibility, respect and co-operation.

Think Global, Act Local

Being a global citizen is not clearly defined. As

there is no global government there are no clear

rules and regulations and globally, we do not have
democratically-elected representatives to speak for us.
Global citizenship is more a moral understanding of our
responsibilities and our rights in a global context. Being
a true global citizen means that we recognise that all
people have equal rights and we value diversity. In
addition, it means we should value the earth as a very
precious resource and one which we all have a need
and, indeed, a responsibility to look after.

Getting Started

Citizenship, in its context of fair decision-making, runs
throughout the Eco-Schools process. This global
perspective topic seeks to ensure that pupils also
consider the environmental, social and economic
impacts of the decisions that they make through this
process, on the local and global community, in the
future as well as for the present.

The Case Study section outlines how other Eco-
Schools have introduced global elements into daily
school life. The Partners section provides details of
organisations that can help you with your Global

Perspective topic. To link up with Eco-Schools in
other countries around the world please visit
www.eco-schools-projects.org
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Trdcaire

The island of Ireland has one of the highest water
availability rates in Europe and is fortunate to have
clean drinking water on tap, some countries are not so
fortunate.

To raise awareness of water
issues locally and globally

Trécaire invited pupils to

enter their poster competition
which they are running with
Eco-Schools Northern Ireland.
Schools can learn more about
water issues through Trocaire’s
Make Every Drop Count Education
Resource Pack and website.



http://www.eco-schools-projects.org
http://www.trocaire.org/sites/trocaire/files/education/lent2014/resource-pack-primary-schools.pdf
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School:

St. Care's Convent Primary School, Newry

Teacher:

Eimear e Shane

No. of pupils:

219

Eco-School status:

Grvern Flag

Background Information

Q: Why did you choose Global Perspective as an
Eco-Schools topic? What was your Action Plan?

A: Following our Environmental Review, our Eco-
Committee discovered that Global Perspective was a
topic which had not been covered previously, and so,
they decided to choose it as their Eco-Schools topic
this year.

Our action plan consisted of a number of key elements:
Pupils wanted to:

m Raise whole school awareness of how actions taken
within the school affect people and the environment
locally and globally. They would achieve this through
speaking at assembly about global issues and
inviting guest speakers, such as Trocaire and local
Fairtrade businesses.

m Raise whole school awareness of global perspectives
through participating in national/international related
events such as World Days of Action Operation
Energy Power Down Day, European Week For
Reduction, Fairtrade Fortnight, The Big Spring Clean,
The Translink Travel Challenge, RSPB Big Schools’
Bird Watch and World Fairtrade Day.

Q: How do you integrate Global Perspective
into the curriculum?

A: We integrate Global Perspective into our curriculum
across all curricular areas. For example, the Primary

7 teacher included a debate on the issue of buying
Fair Trade goods in the Primary 7 Literacy planning.
Our World Around Us, Art and Religious Education
lessons have included work on Fairtrade and other
environmental issues such as those raised in the ‘Go
Green, Go Global’ Trécaire resource. Our Numeracy
lessons have included lessons on comparing the prices
of Fairtrade and not Fairtrade products. We have

also found that the work we have carried out as part
of our Global Perspective project has contributed to
other award schemes we have been working towards
achieving, such as The Rights Respecting School and
International Schools Award.

Continued...
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Q: How do you co-ordinate with other teachers
to ensure a whole school approach?

A: Co-ordination with other teachers has been
achieved through staff meetings and the creation of
an Eco-Schools Inspiration folder on RM Staff through
which | have had the opportunity to present pupils’
Global Perspective ideas and hopes for our school.
Any ideas | presented were so positively received, as
St. Clare’s takes its environmental work very seriously.
It truly was a whole school approach with everyone
working together to achieve our action plan.

KEEP
NORTHERN
IRELAND
BEAUTIFUL

ECO-SCHOOLS

Q: How did you encourage pupil participation?
How did they have ownership of the project?

A: Pupil participation is encouraged through our
Eco-Committee, consisting of two members from
each class. The participation of the Eco-Committee
is essential to providing pupils with ownership of the
project. The Eco-Committee members feedback to
their peers and return to the next Eco-Committee
meeting with any suggestions made by their class
mates. In St. Clare’s we also have an ideas box which
pupils can submit suggestions to. If there are any eco
related suggestions placed into the box, these are
forwarded to the Eco-Committee. Pupils were heavily
involved in all the events throughout this project;
putting up promotional posters throughout the school
for our various events; participating in the workshops
organised; talking at assembly about all our events;
taking photographs at all of our events; researching
and articulating arguments during our debate and; of
course, enjoying all of the Fairtrade treats we had in
store for them.
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During Implementation of Eco-Schools
Inspiration case study

Q: How will pupils/whole school benefit from the
Eco-Schools Inspiration project?

A: The whole school shall benefit from the Eco-
Schools Inspiration project in terms of developing

their knowledge and understanding of how their
actions and the actions of others affect not just their
local environment, but, the wider global community.
Participation in events such as Fairtrade fortnight,

to name one example, will develop both pupils’ and
adult’s awareness of the wider world; their sense of
social justice when reflecting on the treatment of those
who produce their food as well as their geographical
knowledge as they trace the origins of their food. It

will also contribute to their value system; developing
the qualities of generosity, respect for others, gratitude
and equality for all. Celebrating the Eco-Schools World
Days of Action has also helped our pupils to realise the
impact of their actions on the world, both for better
and worse. Since raising awareness about energy
consumption through these days, both teachers and
parents have noticed a significant difference in pupils’
attitude towards saving energy both in school and at
home.
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Q: What is your overall aim and what actions are
you going to take?

A: Our overall aim is to develop pupils’ global
perspective on eco-issues, with a particular focus

on raising pupil awareness of languages around the
world, Fairtrade and the charity work of Trécaire across
the world. We are going to do this by participating in

a number of events, for example, incorporating the
idea of a language of the month into the everyday
classroom communication. During this project each
class was given a list of everyday phrases in a foreign
language which they had to try to use as much as
possible. This idea really helped pupils to develop their
global perspective.

Moreover, during this project we will invite a
representative from Trocaire to come to our school

to carry out a workshop as part of Trécaire’s Lenten
appeal. We will also engage in a number of events
during Fairtrade fortnight. We will organise a whole
school Fairtrade Shrove Tuesday celebration using
Fairtrade pancake toppings (honey, sugar, lemon, jam
and chocolate) as well as enjoying some Fairtrade hot
chocolate (from a local coffee shop), Fairtrade tea and
coffee. Furthermore, during Fairtrade fortnight, KS1
and Foundation Stage pupils will enjoy a Fairtrade Big
Breakfast which will include enjoying some Fairtrade
fruit, orange juice and Fairtrade biscuits. Finally, our
Primary Seven pupils shall participate in a “To Buy
Fairtrade or not?” debate. This will link with pupils’
Literacy work during this time, encouraging their
environmental awareness, giving them the opportunity
to carry out research, improve their communication
skills, develop their self-confidence and to articulate
reasoned arguments based on environmental facts.




KEEP
NORTHERN

IRELAND

Global Perspective IRELAND | ECO-SCHOOLS

Case study

Q: How are you going to spend the £500 funding?

A: We will be spending our money on funding our
Fairtrade Hot Chocolate and Pancake morning as
well as our Fairtrade Big Breakfast. We will also spend
some money on Fairtrade treats such as Kit Kats and
Ben and Jerry’s ice cream to serve at our Fairtrade
Fortnight closing ceremony for pupils, staff and
parents, celebrating and highlighting all the wonderful
work which went into making our Eco-Schools
Inspirations project such a wonderful success.

Q: Are you going to receive any support or
resources from parents, staff or outside
agencies?

A: Yes, we will be receiving support from a local Fair
Trade coffee company, Grounded Espresso Bar, The
Fairtrade Foundation who have provided us with
promotional posters and information leaflets as well as
Trocaire who shall be facilitating a workshop for our
KS2 pupils.

Pupils from St Clare’s Convent
Primary School, Newry, weigh up
global and local water issues with
help from Trocaire, Eco-Schools
and an international visitor. (Back)
Rosie Murray, Trécaire Education
Officer; Tiwonge Tasha Kumwenda,
Governance and Human Rights
Programmes Officer Malawi.
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Reporting on impact of action(s)

Q: Did you encounter any problems and, if so,
how did you overcome them?

A: Thankfully we did not encounter any problems when
carrying out our project.

Q: Is there any advice you could offer to schools
undertaking the Global Perspective topic?

Do you have any useful suggestions for other
teachers embarking on the topic?

A: My advice to other teachers would be that they
should not fear tackling the Global Perspective topic.
Initially, before embarking on this project | was very
daunted by what was expected of me when focusing
on this topic. However, following advice from the Eco-
Schools team my apprehension was soon dissipated.
[t then became apparent that there was so much

that could be covered within this topic. Some of the
suggestions | would have when embarking on this
topic would be, firstly, to tap into the Eco-School team.
They are always so willing to help you with any concern
and provide wonderful tips and advice. Secondly,

| would suggest that teachers research and seek
support from outside agencies when embarking on this
topic, for example, local/global charities, local Fairtrade
businesses and other schools who have previously
undertaken the Global Perspective topic.
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Q: Has doing this topic driven other Eco-Schools
ideas? What are your future plans regarding
Eco-Schools?

A: This topic has encouraged us to think differently
about a lot of eco related issues in our school. It has
reminded us of the importance of supporting both
local and global producers. For example, when buying
snacks for our Foundation Stage pupils we are now
more conscious of buying our fruit/healthy snacks from
local businesses. If buying from a supermarket we buy
Fairtrade where possible. In addition, when buying

tea and coffee for our staff room we will buy Fairtrade
where possible. In light of our Trécaire work we will
continue to make a special effort to be conscious of
our water and energy usage. We will also continue to
raise funds for this charity and other charities which
carry out wonderful work globally. Our future plans
regarding Eco-Schools are to establish links with other
Eco-Schools across the world, to gain insight and new
ideas from around the world.
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A sample of 60 pupils were used to complete the questionnaires. The results were as follows:

Pre Eco-Schodls |r\s|>i|m|-ior\ Post Eco-Schools |r\s|>i|m|-ior\

Questionnaive: Questionnaive:
Question Yes No Question Yes No
1. Do you recognise the 1. Do you recognise the
Fairtrade logo? 5 %5 Fairtrade logo? 0 0
2. Do you know what 3 57 2. Do you know that you can buy 60 0
Fairtrade means? Fairtrade products in shops?
3. Having experienced Fairtrade
2 T LT i ] BT (011 4 56 fortnight, are you more likely to 45 5

. . -
Fairtrade products in shops? buy Fairtrade products now?

4. Do you know the theme of
Trécaire’s Lenten campaign 57 3
for this year?

4. Have you ever brought any 3 57
Fairtrade Products?

5. Having met Rosie and Tiwonge,
do you know more about the
world of Trécaire around the o0 0
world and the importance of
preserving water?

5. Do you know much
about Trécaire? 23 32

Click here to view the Eco-Schools Data Collection Form template “"\)

100% 100%
50% 50%I I I I
0 0
Q@1 Q@2 @3 Q@ Q65 Q1 @2 @3 o4

Q5

B No M Yes B No M Yes



http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/Monitoring-and-Evaluation.aspx
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Curriculum Links and Skills

Th.e G_Iobal Fferspecti\/e topic allows you to incorporate and promote
Thinking SKkills & Personal Capabilities and Cross-Curricular Skills into

your lessons.

Lesson Suggested Learning Intentions

(taken from W.A.U. strands on Northern Ireland Curriculum website)

Strand 1: Interdependence
‘About the effects that people’s actions have on the natural environment

influenced design and production of everyday objects (S&T).’

Strand 2: Movement and Energy
‘How the lack of basic resources impacts on the lives of people in different

locally and globally (G).’
Strand 3: Place

(S&T); that some materials decay naturally while others do not (S&T).'

Strand 4: Change Over Time

about how materials are changed to make new materials (S&T); about the

desirable and undesirable change at home and in the environment (S&T).”

Being Creative

countries (G); that the journey of a product can affect the environment both

‘About the environmental benefits of reducing, reusing and recycling (S&T);

(S&T) (G); that some waste materials can be recycled and that this can be of
benefit to the environment (S&T); to be aware of how modern technology has

‘How the use of materials relates to their properties (S&T); about the impact of
different people over time on places (H); how human activities create a variety
of waste products (S&T); about the importance of recycling and its benefits

depletion of the world’s resources and how this has occurred (G); that there are
things we can do to prevent pollution and the production of waste (G); about

Managing Information

Example: Use the Internet and
non-fiction texts to find out about
other countries around the world.
Summarise relevant information
and compile a report. Share this
with the class.

;":"king, Problem-
olving and Decjsj
Making Cision-

E;(acrjr?ple: lnvestigate living
Whne itions in different Countries
bu‘,d're do they live? What type (')f
. Ol p;gg,;r? d:; they live in? How do
Other countri
water, electn'city, h:glttrf;ecs:a?:gess
Make decisions on Whether c;ur

lifestyle js
Preferable t
another country, R

Using ICT

Example: Make links with other
Eco-Schools around the world via
email. Use Google Maps to map

{ ematics located.
e it rvey of awareness Example: create a painting/ where the schools are
Example Do a Subout global sculpture in the style of an artist
levels in schoo\' al s Collate the from another country. Use a range
environmen al issues: for the ECO of materials and media.
ke grapns elf
data and M ooard “M 5
gohools Notice ampy, €meng
eCiSiOn ut What
Planet 4 talkr - CrSOnal
——— e enyi ci Make th
g I o and imp,
own | i Vi
wn lifestyles 'Mpacts o our °
T ——————— g )
Wo munication
Com

i i the
le: Write articles for
il /newsletter on the

school website .
Global Perspective Topic and what
has been discovered.
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y pply Fairtrage 9oods. A o
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o)

help sy
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Projects in the scer environmentg)

h
donated to charity, o0l or coulq pe
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The World Around Us

Geography in other countries.
Lifestyles of people in othe O s

. k at houses and homes In ofl

o s from.
Consider where our food come

- | .
e ities involving map reading to

jous activities nap e

" OUttl\azlzuO S. maps and satellite imagery.

include a , O.

Perspective.
ise on Global
B KWL Exercis

: lobe.
History h how people have explored the g
m Researc

C eate a p O]eCt on aftal ous

Y rvey Wi y l .

] Ca OUtaSU (S) t Ode al el beS
D SCovel ow lire as chal ged ovel time

Sc‘en e. Creat®
¢ CY
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Personal Development &
Mutual Understanding

B Understang health ang safety on site,

B Actively taking care of self and others,
B Develop care for th
through playing an
life of the communi

e local and global environment
active ang meaningful part in the
ty and apply findings to the wider

explorer and their travels.
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R RN AR R

Language & Literacy
Writing

Global Perspective,

¥ Create poems Such as an ag

B Creative writing on the
€.9. travelling to 4 forei

rostic or diamante.
Global Perspective topic

gn country.
B Come up with aslogan for the Global Perspective topic in
your school,
B Spelings-

names of countrieg and other topic relateq words.
Talking ang Listening

B Discuss video clips related to the
Global Perspective topic.

] Storytelling in the st

yle of famous authors from different
Countries,

[ ] lnterviewing locals abo

ut their Perceptions on issues
€.9. Fairtrade, Climate

change.

B Carrying oyt interviews with staff of Organisations sych
as Trécaire, Water Aid etc,

B Use Globg| Issues as
and evaluate ideas, argu

proposals.

Reading
B Gather articles about G

ina display. Adg pupil-
B Read traditional Stories

lobal Perspectives and put these
made fact-fileg and stories,

from other cultures.
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Global Perspective

Primary Activity Ideas

Mathematics

The Arts

e from each contin:
aflets etc. Design
computer software.

B Stud
y the curre
en
i(;OmlOared to ste,f,:,-y of other countrie
ems from other ng- Is it cheaper 1 OS and their valye
untries? purchase
: SOme

ent.

Art & Design
m Lookat Global artists, perhaps on
m Design Global Perspective posters, le
these on paper or using relevant
poster competition with the aim of
ers to promote Global Perspective

{ssues/awareness e.g. climate change.
om around the world to decorate

turn these into bunting.

m Havea school

designing post
B Find
graphs of
re
levant datg such as
Population
Change

around th
e world a

global food, water ;:dUSe these to pose
energy suppli Question

pplies. S about

pera,
B Monito
I waste
shape , Water angd ener
and Space 9y habits in school

m Draw flags fr
classrooms-

Drama
ma styles from different countries €.9- O

m Explore dra
a range of

Greek tragedies.
m Usethe Global Perspective topic 1o develop
including freeze frame, tablead, hot m Sh
king and conscience alley. aroiazs of the symbos |
the worlg included on g

B Plot a trj ' n different f|
np around ags from
the worlg considerin
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S points

drama strategies
seating, thought trac!
b .
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Handling Dat,

L] App’ i X
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, asa

Music
umming ete. listen

m Explo
styles and evaluate

m Compose a short pi
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art'\si/trad'lt'\onal music.
m Perform aso icture pased on a

und P
Global Perspe

re world music, dr
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Languageée & Literacy Th
English/Irish Medium with Media Education Art & Design e Arts
paign, identifying and ™ Communica
t .
Dresentationse ggaphlca”y’ producing e
: ngaging multim
edia

eness raising cam

describing issues such as trade, pop!

and our consumerist culture.

m Write & newspaper article apout the measures and
initiatives that your school has adopted to increase
awareness of issues relating to Global Perspectives.

Music

@ Carry outan awar
ulation, g\obal'\sation
theme or issue sters etc. on a Global p
' erspective

¥ Have
a school
poster Competition with th
e aim of

designi
gning p
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a Sto
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current i percepti
issues ptions or

® Com
POSe songs i
world e.g. Afriog:nmAtr?dmO”a' styles fro
WL » Asia m al
Listen to worlg e N or South America, r: ound the

Mathemat'\cs & Numeracy
m Solve numerical problems relating to the Global
perspectives theme.
, plan, collect, organisé and represer\t dat.
toa guestion or statement e.g. popu\at\on
/ developing countries.
data represented in newsp:

media SOUrces:

ain

apers,

S examples of
and multi

@ Discus
magazines
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Geography
@ Map skills- view maps of different scales, projections and
types.
tical conditions in

m Lean about the economio/geo—po\'\
£ the world.

different regions ¢)

m Investigate climate change impacts ar

m Create @ project of fact file on different bios!
as the polar regions.
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contrast global en
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R ahn
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pheres such
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stion- How has the map of the world
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Useful links

Click on the link to visit the website

pLLENA
®
o
O
v

Omnﬂ

Funded by

h | d cy within the Department of the
Northern Ir Envu'onment
E o ment
i dosni govak
FOREST:SER\IICE | Department of Agriculture.
FOREST >FRVICE e e
ww.dardni.gov.uk

Administered by

e environment
Northern Jrel i

ana link

NI=A



http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/Global-Perspective.aspx
http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/partners.aspx?topic=8
http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/Partner-Resources.aspx
http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/process.aspx
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