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‘ IS E AN CHOMHAIRLE A BHEADH AGAMSA DO MHUINTEOIRI EILE

GAN LA DROGAILL A BHEITH ORTHU DUL | NGLEIC LE TOPAIC
NA PERSPICTIOCHTA DOMHANDA. | DTOSACH, SULAR CHUIR
ME TUS LEIS AN TIONSCADAL, B’ABHAR IMNi DOM AN MEID A
MBEIFi AG DUIL LEIS UAIM AGUS ME AG DIRIU AR AN TOPAIC
SEO. ACH | NDIAIDH DOM COMHAIRLE A FHAIL ON FHOIREANN
EICEA-SCOILEANNA, NiORBH FHADA GUR IMIGH AN IMNI. BHi
SE SOILEIR ANSIN GO RAIBH AN OIREAD SIN RUDAI ANN A
D’FHEADFAIi A CHLUDACH MAR CHUID DEN TOPAIC SEO.,,

EIMEAR MCSHANE, ECO-COORDINATOR ST. CLARE’S CONVENT PS, NEWRY

Intreoir

Tri Thopaic na Peirspictiochta Domhanda, fiosraitear

na naisc ata ann idir muid féin agus an chuid eile

den domhan. Agus gné dhomhanda ag baint lena
n-oideachas, thig le foghlaimeoiri dul i ngleic le ceisteanna
casta domhanda agus na naisc idir a saol féin agus
daoine, aiteanna agus ceisteanna fud fad na cruinne a
fhiosru. Is féidir topaic na Peirspictiochta Domhanda a
Uséid mar bhonn eolais faoin éiteas uile-scoile, le scoil a
fhail a bheas cuimsitheach, cothrom agus daonlathach
agus ina geuirfi chun cinn an fhreagracht shaisialta agus
timpeallachta, céimheas agus comhoibriu.

Smaoinigh ar bhopn Domhanda,
Gniomhaigh go hAitiuil

Nil aon sainmhiniu soiléir ann ar cad is saoranach
domhanda ann. Os rud é nach ann do rialtas domhanda,
nil aon rialacha na riallchain soiléire ann agus ar bhonn
domhanda, nil aon ionadaithe againn a toghadh go
daonlathach le labhairt thar ar gceann.

Baineann an tsaoranacht dhomhanda nios mé le

tuiscint ar na freagrachtai agus ar na cearta ata againn

i gcomhthéacs domhanda. Le bheith inar saoranaigh
chruthanta dhomhanda, ni mér duinn a aithint go bhfuil
cearta comhionanna ag cach agus ni mor duinn meas a
bheith againn ar an ilchinealacht. De bhreis air seo, ni moér
duinn meas a bheith againn ar an domhan né is acmhainn
thar a bheith luachmhar até ann ar ga duinn uilig, agus

a bhfuil sé de fhreagracht orainn uilig, aire a thabhairt dé
agus € a chaomhnua.

Tus Maith, Leath na hOibre

Ta an tsaoranacht, i gcomhthéacs na cinnteoireachta
cothroime, fite fuaite tri phroiseas na nEicea-Scoileanna.
Féachtar, le topaic na peirspictiochta domhanda, lena
chinntit go mbionn daltai meabhrach chomh maith ar na
tionchair timpeallachta, shdisialta agus eacnamaiochta,
a thagann leis na cinnti a dhéanann siad ar feadh an
phrdisis seo, ar an phobal aititil agus domhanda, amach
anseo agus san am i lathair.

Té breac-chuntas i rannan na gCas-Staidéar ar na
déigheanna ar thug Eicea-Scoileanna eile na gnéithe
domhanda isteach sa ghnathshaol scoile. Ta sonrai i
rannan na gComhphairtithe/Partners ar eagrais a bheas in
ann cuidiu leat le topaic na Peirspictiochta Domhanda. Le
nasc a dhéanamh le hEicea-Scoileanna i dtiortha eile ar
fud an domhain, ba cheart duit cuairt a thabhairt ar

www.eco-schoolsni.org
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T4 Eire ar na tiortha is mé
infhaighteacht uisce san Eoraip
agus ta sé d’adh againn go
dtagann uisce glan inélta amach

as an sconna. Nil tiortha eile
chomh hadhuil céanna linn. Le
feasacht ar cheisteanna uisce a
ardu ar bhonn &itidil agus ar bhonn
domhanda, thug Trécaire cuireadh
do dhaltai cur isteach ar chomortas
postaer a reachtail siad i gcomhphairt le hEicea-
Scoileanna Thuaisceart Eireann. Thig le scoileanna nios
mo a fhoghlaim faoi cheisteanna uisce trid an phacaiste
oideachais agus an suiomh gréasain Make Every Drop
Count de chuid Trocaire.
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School:

St. Care's Convent Primary School, Newry

Teacher:

Eimear e Shane

No. of pupils:

219

Eco-School status:

3vd Gveen ﬂo\g

Background Information

Q: Why did you choose Global Perspective as an
Eco-Schools topic? What was your Action Plan?

A: Following our Environmental Review, our Eco-
Committee discovered that Global Perspective was a
topic which had not been covered previously, and so,
they decided to choose it as their Eco-Schools topic
this year.

Our action plan consisted of a number of key elements:
Pupils wanted to:

m Raise whole school awareness of how actions taken
within the school affect people and the environment
locally and globally. They would achieve this through
speaking at assembly about global issues and
inviting guest speakers, such as Trocaire and local
Fairtrade businesses.

m Raise whole school awareness of global perspectives
through participating in national/international related
events such as World Days of Action Operation
Energy Power Down Day, European Week For
Reduction, Fairtrade Fortnight, The Big Spring Clean,
The Translink Travel Challenge, RSPB Big Schools’
Bird Watch and World Fairtrade Day.

Q: How do you integrate Global Perspective
into the curriculum?

A: We integrate Global Perspective into our curriculum
across all curricular areas. For example, the Primary

7 teacher included a debate on the issue of buying
Fair Trade goods in the Primary 7 Literacy planning.
Our World Around Us, Art and Religious Education
lessons have included work on Fairtrade and other
environmental issues such as those raised in the ‘Go
Green, Go Global’ Trécaire resource. Our Numeracy
lessons have included lessons on comparing the prices
of Fairtrade and not Fairtrade products. We have

also found that the work we have carried out as part
of our Global Perspective project has contributed to
other award schemes we have been working towards
achieving, such as The Rights Respecting School and
International Schools Award.

Continued...
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Q: How do you co-ordinate with other teachers
to ensure a whole school approach?

A: Co-ordination with other teachers has been
achieved through staff meetings and the creation of
an ‘Eco Inspirations’ folder on RM Staff through which
| have had the opportunity to present pupils’ Global
Perspective ideas and hopes for our school. Any ideas
| presented were so positively received, as St. Clare’s
takes its environmental work very seriously. It truly
was a whole school approach with everyone working
together to achieve our action plan.

Q: How did you encourage pupil participation?
How did they have ownership of the project?

A: Pupil participation is encouraged through our
eco-council, consisting of two members from each
class. The participation of the eco-council is essential
to providing pupils with ownership of the project.

The eco-council members feedback to their peers
and return to the next eco-council meeting with any
suggestions made by their class mates. In St. Clare’s
we also have an ideas box which pupils can submit
suggestions to. If there are any eco related suggestions
placed into the box, these are forwarded to the
eco-council. Pupils were heavily involved in all the
events throughout this project; putting up promotional
posters throughout the school for our various events;
participating in the workshops organised; talking at
assembly about all our events; taking photographs

at all of our events; researching and articulating
arguments during our debate and; of course, enjoying
all of the Fairtrade treats we had in store for them.
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During Implementation of Eco-Schools
Inspiration case study

Q: How will pupils/whole school benefit from the
Eco-Schools Inspiration project?

A: The whole school shall benefit from the Eco-
Schools Inspiration project in terms of developing

their knowledge and understanding of how their
actions and the actions of others affect not just their
local environment, but, the wider global community.
Participation in events such as Fairtrade fortnight,

to name one example, will develop both pupils’ and
adult’s awareness of the wider world; their sense of
social justice when reflecting on the treatment of those
who produce their food as well as their geographical
knowledge as they trace the origins of their food. It

will also contribute to their value system; developing
the qualities of generosity, respect for others, gratitude
and equality for all. Celebrating the Eco-Schools World
Days of Action has also helped our pupils to realise the
impact of their actions on the world, both for better
and worse. Since raising awareness about energy
consumption through these days, both teachers and
parents have noticed a significant difference in pupils’
attitude towards saving energy both in school and at
home.
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Q: What is your overall aim and what actions are
you going to take?

A: Our overall aim is to develop pupils’ global
perspective on eco-issues, with a particular focus

on raising pupil awareness of languages around the
world, Fairtrade and the charity work of Trécaire across
the world. We are going to do this by participating in

a number of events, for example, incorporating the
idea of a language of the month into the everyday
classroom communication. During this project each
class was given a list of everyday phrases in a foreign
language which they had to try to use as much as
possible. This idea really helped pupils to develop their
global perspective.

Moreover, during this project we will invite a
representative from Trocaire to come to our school

to carry out a workshop as part of Trécaire’s Lenten
appeal. We will also engage in a number of events
during Fairtrade fortnight. We will organise a whole
school Fairtrade Shrove Tuesday celebration using
Fairtrade pancake toppings (honey, sugar, lemon, jam
and chocolate) as well as enjoying some Fairtrade hot
chocolate (from a local coffee shop), Fairtrade tea and
coffee. Furthermore, during Fairtrade fortnight, KS1
and Foundation Stage pupils will enjoy a Fairtrade Big
Breakfast which will include enjoying some Fairtrade
fruit, orange juice and Fairtrade biscuits. Finally, our
Primary Seven pupils shall participate in a “To Buy
Fairtrade or not?” debate. This will link with pupils’
Literacy work during this time, encouraging their
environmental awareness, giving them the opportunity
to carry out research, improve their communication
skills, develop their self-confidence and to articulate
reasoned arguments based on environmental facts.
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Q: How are you going to spend the £500 funding?

A: We will be spending our money on funding our
Fairtrade Hot Chocolate and Pancake morning as
well as our Fairtrade Big Breakfast. We will also spend
some money on Fairtrade treats such as Kit Kats and
Ben and Jerry’s ice cream to serve at our Fairtrade
Fortnight closing ceremony for pupils, staff and
parents, celebrating and highlighting all the wonderful
work which went into making our Eco-Schools
Inspirations project such a wonderful success.

Q: Are you going to receive any support or
resources from parents, staff or outside
agencies?

A: Yes, we will be receiving support from a local Fair
Trade coffee company, Grounded Espresso Bar, The
Fairtrade Foundation who have provided us with
promotional posters and information leaflets as well as
Trocaire who shall be facilitating a workshop for our
KS2 pupils.

Pupils from St Clare’s Convent
Primary School, Newry, weigh up
global and local water issues with
help from Trocaire, Eco-Schools
and an international visitor. (Back)
Rosie Murray, Trécaire Education
Officer; Tiwonge Tasha Kumwenda,
Governance and Human Rights
Programmes Officer Malawi.

ECO-SCHOOLS
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Reporting on impact of action(s)

Q: Did you encounter any problems and, if so,
how did you overcome them?

A: Thankfully we did not encounter any problems when
carrying out our project.

Q: Is there any advice you could offer to schools
undertaking the Global Perspective topic?

Do you have any useful suggestions for other
teachers embarking on the topic?

A: My advice to other teachers would be that they
should not fear tackling the Global Perspective topic.
Initially, before embarking on this project | was very
daunted by what was expected of me when focusing
on this topic. However, following advice from the Eco-
Schools team my apprehension was soon dissipated.
[t then became apparent that there was so much

that could be covered within this topic. Some of the
suggestions | would have when embarking on this
topic would be, firstly, to tap into the Eco-School team.
They are always so willing to help you with any concern
and provide wonderful tips and advice. Secondly,

| would suggest that teachers research and seek
support from outside agencies when embarking on this
topic, for example, local/global charities, local Fairtrade
businesses and other schools who have previously
undertaken the Global Perspective topic.
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Q: Has doing this topic driven other Eco-Schools
ideas? What are your future plans regarding
Eco-Schools?

A: This topic has encouraged us to think differently
about a lot of eco related issues in our school. It has
reminded us of the importance of supporting both
local and global producers. For example, when buying
snacks for our Foundation Stage pupils we are now
more conscious of buying our fruit/healthy snacks from
local businesses. If buying from a supermarket we buy
Fairtrade where possible. In addition, when buying

tea and coffee for our staff room we will buy Fairtrade
where possible. In light of our Trécaire work we will
continue to make a special effort to be conscious of
our water and energy usage. We will also continue to
raise funds for this charity and other charities which
carry out wonderful work globally. Our future plans
regarding Eco-Schools are to establish links with other
Eco-Schools across the world, to gain insight and new
ideas from around the world.
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A sample of 60 pupils were used to complete the questionnaires. The results were as follows:

Pre Eco-Schodls |r\s|>i|m|-ior\ Post Eco-Schools |r\s|>i|m|-ior\

Questionnaive: Questionnaive:
Question Yes No Question Yes No
1. Do you recognise the 1. Do you recognise the
Fairtrade logo? 5 %5 Fairtrade logo? 0 0
2. Do you know what 3 57 2. Do you know that you can buy 60 0
Fairtrade means? Fairtrade products in shops?
3. Having experienced Fairtrade
2 T LT i ] BT (011 4 56 fortnight, are you more likely to 45 5

. . -
Fairtrade products in shops? buy Fairtrade products now?

4. Do you know the theme of
Trécaire’s Lenten campaign 57 3
for this year?

4. Have you ever brought any 3 57
Fairtrade Products?

5. Having met Rosie and Tiwonge,
do you know more about the
world of Trécaire around the o0 0
world and the importance of
preserving water?

5. Do you know much
about Trécaire? 23 32

Click here to view the Eco-Schools Data Collection Form template “"\)

100% 100%
50% 50%I I I I
0 0
Q@1 Q@2 @3 Q@ Q65 Q1 @2 @3 o4

Q5

B No M Yes B No M Yes



http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/Monitoring-and-Evaluation.aspx
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Curriculum Links and Skills

Th.e G_Iobal Fferspective topic allows you to incorporate and promote
Thinking SKkills & Personal Capabilities and Cross-Curricular Skills into

your lessons.

Lesson Suggested Learning Intentions

(taken from W.A.U. strands on Northern Ireland Curriculum website)

Strand 1: Interdependence

‘About the effects that people’s actions have on the natural environment
(S&T) (G); that some waste materials can be recycled and that this can be of
benefit to the environment (S&T); to be aware of how modern technology has
influenced design and production of everyday objects (S&T).’

Strand 2: Movement and Energy
‘How the lack of basic resources impacts on the lives of people in different
countries (G); that the journey of a product can affect the environment both

locally and globally (G).’

Strand 3: Place

‘How the use of materials relates to their properties (S&T); about the impact of
different people over time on places (H); how human activities create a variety
of waste products (S&T); about the importance of recycling and its benefits
(S&T); that some materials decay naturally while others do not (S&T).'

Strand 4: Change Over Time

‘About the environmental benefits of reducing, reusing and recycling (S&T);
about how materials are changed to make new materials (S&T); about the
depletion of the world’s resources and how this has occurred (G); that there are
things we can do to prevent pollution and the production of waste (G); about
desirable and undesirable change at home and in the environment (S&T).”
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Language & Literacy
Writing

awareness of or tackle i

SSues related to
Global Perspective,

¥ Create poems such as an acrostic or diamante.
B Creative writing on the Global Perspective topic
€.9. travelling to 4 foreign country,

B Come up with a slo
your school,
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gan for the Glopg Perspective topic in

names of countrieg and other topic relateq words.
Talking ang Listening
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Global Perspective topic.
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Useful links

Click on the link to visit the website
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http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/Global-Perspective.aspx
http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/partners.aspx?topic=8
http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/Partner-Resources.aspx
http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/process.aspx

